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CONFIDENTIAL KUALA LUMPUR 2025 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MY, XC 

SUB J : ASEAN AND MUTUAL SECURITY: REMARKS BY MFA SECGEN ZAITON 
REF: KUALA LUMPUR 1874 

1. DURING BRIEFING OF US NATIONAL WAR COLLEGE GROUP MAY 2, 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTRY SECRETARY-GENERAL TAN SRI ZAITON SAID 
THAT ASEAN NATIONS MUST BUILD UPON PRESENT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
COOPERATION AS PRELUDE TO ACHIEVEMENT OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN NEU- 
TRALIZATION AND GREATER POLITICAL AND MILITARY COOPERATION. HE 
SAID FURTHER THAT REGIONAL MUTUAL SECURITY AFFAIRS ARE BEING 
EXAMINED IN CONTEXT OF SEA NEUTRALIZATION, INCLUDING POSSIBLE 
FUTURE DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS, SETTLEMENT OF INTRA-REGIONAL DIS- 
PUTES, AND USE OF ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST OUTSIDE POWERS 

"IF NEED BE". 
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2. REGARDING ROLE OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND IN SEA REGION. 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



ZAITON LARGELY REITERATED POSITION GIVEN BY PRIME MINISTER 
RAZAK PER REFTEL BUT ASSERTED THAT NEUTRALIZATION WOULD BE 
"BENEFICIAL" TO AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND SECURITY AS WELL. 
WITH RESPECT TO POSSIBLE EXPANSION OF ASEAN, ZAITON SAID 
BILATERAL RELATIONSHIPS WITH AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND SHOULD 
BE ENCOURAGED, BUT BRINGING THEM INTO ASEAN WOULD CREATE 
MORE PROBLEMS THAN PRESENT MEMBERS CAN COPE WITH NOW. 

3. COMMENT: POINTS RE MUTUAL SECURITY AND POSSIBLE USE OF 
ECONOMIC SANCTIONS IN PURSUIT OF POLITICAL OBJECTIVES ARE 
NEW ELEMENTS MALAYSIAN APPROACH TO ASEAN NEUTRALIZATION 
SCHEME AND HAVE NOT BEEN HERETOFORE ARTICULATED BY GOM 
OFFICIALS IN OPEN FORA. ALSO, THROUGHOUT PRESENTATION ON 
SEA NEUTRALIZATION, ZAITON REPEATEDLY EMPHASIZED THAT ASEAN 
ZONE OF PEACE OBJECTIVE IS IN US SECURITY INTEREST AS 
POLITICAL/MILITARY INTERESTS OF USSR AND PRC IN REGION WOULD 
BE CURTAILED AND FORESTALLED. HOWEVER, ZAITON DID NOT INDI- 
CATE EXTENT TO WHICH ASEAN NATIONS HAVE GONE IN CONSIDERING 
MUTUAL SECURITY, NOR DID HE ELABORATE ON NATURE OF POSSIBLE 
DEFENSE ARRANGEMENTS AND RELATED QUESTIONS. 

UNDERHILL 
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